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A Letter written from Colonel Generall Weerden- 
burk, out of the Weſt-India from Farnabuck to 
the Lords the States generall of the Vnited Provin- 
ces, touching the ſurpriſall of the towne Olinda 
in Farnabuck with the forts thereunto belonging. 


Tranſlated out of Dutch into Engliſh. 


LLVSTRIOVS, high and mighty 
y Lords, Sceing by Gods helpeT have vt 
Roriouſly conquered this place of Far- 
dÞ nabuck; according to my duty I could 
<2 not omit to give an account unto Your 
904 Lordſhips of the manner avd paſlages 
\ BS that happened in the maſtering of Tis 
Wy place, as much as this preſent time will 
># g1ve me leave. 
Having found Generall Lonck, with 
his ſhips inthe Bay of St. Vincent, after wee hadlayen 
thereſome weekes till the reſt of our fleete came unto 
ns, being in all fifty three fayle, manned with many ſicke 
men amongſt the ſound ones; on the 26 of December 
1629 laſt, we ſet forward for the Coaſt of Brafill;and u 
on the 12 of February following, wee ſayled on to the 
heighc of eight degrees, wheretome other of our ſhips 
and pinnaces came unto us that had beene loſt ; ſo that 
then we were fifty ſixe ſayles in all : And having met all 
ther in counſell, after mature deliberation wee ſent 
out ſome ſhips before to diſcover,and reſolved to aſlaulc 
the enemy in two places, to-wit, I my ſelte with 2400 
fouldicrs, and 300 faylers. And beſides thoſe,other 300 
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Mariners ſhouldgoc along with the traine divided into 
1% 111,45, wich lhoald be la .ded Lome (tx Engiilh mics 
to ohio Norhward of Fernabuck ; and the Generall to 
hayc along with hintwoother ftrong ſquadrons; which 
ſhould pur ato the roade by the fea bane .or theife, 

Wkichreto.ution was accordiagly pat 11 exccution 
upon the 15 day of February laft. But in regard thoſe of 
the Cate were warned, or luſpeing of our commiyg, 
aod had.theretore funke ſome thips inthe very mouth of 
the ſhelte,' the Gencrall ht: deſigne could take no effect, 
thor g!1 be did his belt endeayour to open the pallage in- 
to the theite with his Cano, 

In the meane while a great numoer of the enemies 
both foote and horſe ſhewed themſelves, in the after- 
noone upon the ſands, which made mee-make for the 


\ ſhore with Noopes and boates, where wee landed inthe 


fighr and ſpight of chem all; the reſt of our men follow- 
ing me/with two peeces of Ordnance, which carried a 
bullet of ſome three pound weight. And becauſe it be- 

an to be late, I was conſtrained there to abide and lye 
on the ſands all that nighr. The next day very earely in 
the morning having ſent the boates and floopes backe a« 
againe to the ſhipping, I ordered my troopes into three 
diviſ.ons. Firſt, the Avantgard, whercin I was preſent 
my ſelf: in perſon both 1a landing the day' betore, and 
then upon'our march ;and this Avantgard was comman- 
ded by Collonell Z/rz : The Bartell was commanded by 
Licutenant Colonell Sreincallenfels; and the rereward by 
the Serjcant Major Hancks. 

. Ted my felte the Ayantgard along the fea ſhore to- 
wards the towne, and-comming to the River called Rio= 
dolce, the depth whereof isup to:a mans,middle , and 
which of neceſſitie wee muſt paſie: There the enemie 
gave us the firſt encounter, being in -my judgement 
ftrong about 1800 foote and horſe; Burt after a hot onſet, 
and Uivers being flaine and. hurt on both fides, (but 


thankes be to. God the leaſt number on our fide) ee 
IS 4 rtnem 


% 


(3). 

them to flight;notwithſtanding they had this advantage 
ons ofa lwitt running wartcr. ' Thus betng palt and a iut- 
tle further advanced on the tands, we met with a lecontd 
trogpt,who likewiſe made a tryall of our reioluton, af- 
faulting us with a brave sKkirmith,. and wee encountring 
them with a great: defire; 'bar after a littie refiftance 
they male their retreace into the woods. A third t1ne 
the enemies thewed themſelyes againe, bur would or 
durſt no more ſtand againſt -us. I then perceiving this 
terre and irrefolutionramongtt them, marched 1n all d.1:- 
gence direMy towards the rowne, and betng come neer 
toit, we climed up tothe height of the hill whereupon 
{tands the Cloyſter of the Ieſuites, and there finding the 
gates thereof barrocadocd, we telton and broke them 0- 
pen, while part of our enemies detended theinfelves 
with their weapons, and part runne away : ſo. the others 
alſo ſeeing the courage of our men; after ſome {mall op- 
polition, they alſo fled), leaving behinde- them many 
dead and hurt mes, as alſo on our ſide there were ſlaine 
loine.” 

Ia the meane while our enemies beneath onthe ſands, 
and 1n the trenches and forts perceiving this our procee- 
ding, and being now alſo {et upon and preit by oar Reere, 
which entertaineda fight with them, afrer many Ca1on 
ſhots made by ours againſt them, betooke themtlelves 
at laſt to their heeles, abandoning their Forts, which we 
preſently rooke and poſſeſſed our ſelves thereof? _ 

| hus by the aliſtance of God we became malters of 
the towne, atfrer we had loſt by reafon of the grea: heate 
12 rhe fight a>out-50 or 60 fouldiers in all. The: Tefpites 
cloiſter whereia I my ſelfe lye, and ſome other -averſies 
and paſtages, wee preſently fortified againſt any aflaults 
that the enemie could make upon us. The 20 of February 
kſtIcommanded Colonell Sreincallenfels, with the ad- 
vice oc the councell, toſee if-he could ſarprite the great 
fortthar lieth-upon the thelfe on the {and fide And truly 
he carried him(clfe bravely, and gave an aſlaul: upoa 1t 
A 3 | - * that 
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(4) | 
that laſted two houres together; but becauſe our ladders 
were too ſhort, it was thought good to prevent the 


Ipoyling of more men,to retreate atter the lofle of fome _ 


20 {laine and 4o hurt; the enemy having on his ſide alſo 
loſt ſome 12 that were ſlaine by ours. And ſeeing wee 
could not carry ſo cafily that fort by an aſlault, vye reſol- 


ved on the 23 of February, to take it by approaches,and 


forthwith to cauſe Canon baskets and other neceſlaries 
to be preparedand ſer up, All which was done accor- 
dingly, and with ſuchan expedicion, that on the 27 of 
the ſame moneth with 509 men wee began to breake 
ground and to runne a trench anda line towards the Ca- 
itle, which ſtood berweene the village ſcituated upon the 
ſhelfe and the towne : And the next day Lieutenant Co- 
lonell E/rz,, who commanded the battery, being almoſt 
in a readineſſe, hee was relieved that night by Serjeans 
Major Hyencks:I alſo going thither 1n perfon,on the next 
morning very early the battery was finiſhed of. 3 halfe 
Canon; we played all that morning,diſcharging 768 ſhot 
till about nine of the clock in the forenoon. T hen the he. 
ſieged called for a parley, holding out a white ſheete,and 
ſending forch a Captaine, with whom wee preſently 
came toacompoſition,to wit: : 

Thatthey leaving the Fort to us ſhould march out 
withont colours, -or lighted matchesz leaving behinde 


them all their oxdnance, amunition and yiRualls that 


were in the Caſtle, which we ſuppoſe they caſt the moſt 
part of them into the Sea, becauſe we could finde but lit- 
tlein it; Beſides, that they ſhould binde themſelves by 
promiſe to ſhew no hoſtility againſt our ſtate in {ixe mo- 
neths after. 

This being done, wee ſummoned up alſo the other 
Caſtle, which ſtands upon the entrance into the ſhelfe. 

The Generall Admirall and V ice-Admirall being ad- 
vertiſed thereof , and comming unto us, approved of 
the 11, and'fo ſending a drumme unto the faid Ca- 

Fea om it preſently ſent outa Lieutenant (upon 

| | condition 
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condition of leaving one of ours as hoſtage in his place) 
who from the Commander thereof had order to 
treate with us, and to frame eertaine articles or condi- 


tions,which were ſigned on both fides : And fo this. 


great fort being given over alſo unto us this day, we be- 
came not onel, maſters of both thele forts, but allo 
withall of the haven and the whole ſhelfe. 


The next day being the third of March, I commanded. 


Licutenant Colonell Sreincallenfels to make an enterpriſe 
upo the Ile of Antonia Faaz,lying right over againſt the 
village that ſtood upon the ſhelfe, which he did in laun- 


Ching over ſome boates: But thankes be to God,the ene- }. 


mites having already knowledge-that wee were maſters 
of the two torts, they fled away without any making of 


re{i{tance. In the Cloyſter that ſtands upon that Ile hee 


lodged a company of his men. 

And thus at laſt the Towne, Caſtles and Forrs ( none 
remaining) fellunder our command. I doubt not but my 
Lords the Adminiſtratours of this Company will ſe- 
cond us 1n this our vitory,to the end they may enjoy 
the fruites thereof; this being indecde aplace invaacible, 
ifit be well ſeconded and provided for : It'is. of good 
temperature, having freſh and good waters, and good 
ſtore of meate:A place l ſay of driving the greateſt trade 
in all Brafjll ; and which trade (by Gods grace) will cn» 
creale mightily if it be reduced to peace; and ſuch a place 
as will curbe all Braſill, ſeeing there is ſuch a feare and 
out the whole land. 


terrouramonglt the enemies through 


already: And I hope to make ſuch progrelle into it, that 


your Lordihips name ſhall live pe y in it; And 
that by the taking of this towne,wath the forts therunto 
belonging, all Braſill will be bridled and. brought into 
ſubjection, and the enemies navigations aleng the coaſt 
atterly deſtroyed; which will be the way to take this 
trading from them, and to reduce the Inhabitanrs theres 
of to a mutuall love, amity, and ſri alliance. Thus God 
preferye your Lordſhips as preſervers of his people, j- 
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all proſperity, to the glory of his Name, and to the con- 
wlonotall our encinies, emes. | 

Given inthe Icſaices Cloyſter in the towne of O/auds 
Fernabuce, the 7 of March 1630. filo novo, 


Tour Lor&f1ips moſt humble ſervant, 


D. V. WEERDENBVRC K- 


——_ 


The'trhe portraiture and deſcription of Fernambuco, the 
principall and chiefe Citty of the Kingaome of 'Brafilia 
1m e America, with all. the conveniences and ſcitnation of 
the C ountrey thereabouts, as al/o the Rivers, Havens, 
and roads of rips verylively deciphered according to 4 
CMappe lately drawne. | 


T. H = hole of the Reſiffe ( ſo named) through | 
& which the ſhips doe come into the haven cal- 
Iced the Poſlo, ſo to come forwards into the Citty. 
2. Poſlo where the ſhipps lay, and many ſhips may 
lie continually. | 
3. Hereisa ſand-banck, where it is five foote deepe. 
at low water, and twelve foote deepe at a ſpring tide, 
here the ſhippes muſt faile rule about the Refiffe, 
where 1s the greateſt depth. 
4. The point of the ſhelve or banke which-muſt be 
Hunned in the comming in of the ſhips. 
5. The River ofthe Citty , which hath recourſe to 
diverſe places. 
6. This place 1s called Varrador, where the ſhips and 
baxkesdog@ylade their goods and merchandiſes, &C. 
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. » 8. TheCaſtleright'over againſtthe entrance of th 
ſhips, and ac a high ride it is compaſſed rount about 
with water, Jt | 

| 9+ The River towards the Vargie, running above 

two miles 1n heightat the rop, with many ſhallow pla- 

ces, here we may ſayle with barkes and boates.. 

10, Here the ſhips may ride at anker as it were in a 
tide-haven, but they muſt ride farre forth from ebbe and 
flow, and then the ſlight ropes or cables will ſerve the 
teuric, | 

IT. This place is called the houſing of the Reſiffe, 

12. A dry place. 

13+ The Cloyſter of St. Bexzo, being the Orderof the 
Bencarines. 0. + SIP IE 

'14. A Pariſh Churchnamed St. Peters Church. 

15, This is the head Church called the (be. 

16. The Church of Afi/ericorde. 4 

17. Noſſa Sinora ax Conceſſion, being a Church , 
neere unto which doe adjoyne certaine houſes where 
young maidens arc. Xe" 4 

_ #8. The Cloyſter of St. Anthomio, where women and 

fryers are in white apparrell. . 

19. The Cloyſter of St. Fravci/tws , in which art 
Cordclicrs, or Love-fryers : here isa great commodity 
of water. | a | 

20. The Cloyſter of the Ieſuites, which is avery faire 
| building, with beautifull gardens,and pleaſant cleare wa- 
ter, es Rockes, out of. which they dig ſtone conti- 
neally, asalſo ſtone to makechalke or lime. 

. 21. Nyſſa Sinera du ome, and the little Church 

fanding onthe hill is alfo called by that name.” * , 

22. The hole of the Barette, right againſt the River 
of the Vargie, orotherwile called Gawibariba, £MFE, 

23- The houſe of the Barette with a little Chappell. 

24- Onthe roade. before the ſhore ſhips 


c "may anchor 
atten and twelve fathom water, being thus Tal 2 mile 
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25, The Iland of Tamarca, where men may c<me 
out from the roade with ſhailops betweene the clifts 
_— rocks, and then from Tamarca againe upon the firme 
land, | 

' 26. A Bridge hard by the Citty, here men may paſſe 
at a low water with horſes & carts, being but two toote 
ard a halfe deepe, orthree at the moſt : here is a great 
paſſage of men, and wagons, and carts,&c.to all quarters 
ad parts of the South. _ #1 

27. ThelIland and habitation of Marcrws Andre. | 

28. The firme land of the Vargie de Capibariba, be- 
ing three miles .intength, anda mile and, a halfe broad, 
with many ſugar mills or engiaes in it; This-is a very 
faire and coſtly Country, where is great riches of per- - 
ſons, and a mighty deale of ſugar. _ | 

29. The firme land ofthe Barette, this is barren, - full 
of Manques, and it is low ſandy ground, ſome two miles 
continent, but comming up toward the mountaines, it is 
very coſtly ground, yeclding much ſugar, and all kinde 
of commodities. | 

30. The Reſiffes which reach along by the ſhore and 
ſca-coaſt, being 6 or 8 foote high at a low warer, after 
the wane or ſpring ofthe full and new Moone. 

31. Anew fort for the ſecuring of the haven, well 
provided with Ordnance. 

32. Retrenchments newly made, well fortified and 
provided with ſhotand Ordnance againſt the comming 
of the ſhippes, as alſo for the defence of the haven: inſo-: 
much that power nor force wall not prevalle. here, by 
reaſon the Forts are ſo well planted with Ordnance, and 
the ſhips mult fayle very near them to ayoid the ſhelves. 
and ſands. | 

33- This was the old haven, where they were wont: 


to unlade their ſhippes and barkes, and is called the olde 


haven , here men may fayle betweene the. cliffes with 


boates and barkes. | tolb 
Thus loving Reader and SpeRatour, you have the de- 
| Claration 
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demogltration of the Cirty andail appendices. 
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Relat 07 of woat lately happened at the taking of the 
- .Citty aad Caitle of Pignerollc, and the pillagin? 
-. of Rivoile, by Montieur de Crequy. 


T*H E armes of the King having appeaſed and fetled 
" 4 thegreat rroubles of his Kingdome, and his liilies 
fouriſhing with a ſiveec tranquillity beyond deſire and 
expeRtatioa ; his Majeftie wouid now cauſe the encmmics 
df his Crowne to be ſenſible of the power and endea- 
vours of the ſame ; and to that end and purpoſe condu- 
&ed his forces into Italy under the command of niy Lord 
the Cardinall of Richelicu : W here his Highnefle of Sa- 
voy (whoſe ſpirit can never be at reſt) had for acer- 
taine ſpace of time given threatmng- ſpeaches that hee 
would employ his torcesthither for the ſervice of his 
Majeſty ; and to this effetdid offer and preſent unto the 
King all manner of ſubmiſſion in true and certaine f:- 
dclity, aſſuring my Lord the Cardinall of Richelieu(who 
was Commander and leader of the Kings army) of free 
paſſage into Italy. 

The Lord Cardinall, whoſe judgement and'underſtan- 
ding vertue hath adorned and endued with all manner 
of qualities required in a General of an army,well know- 
ing by experience that the foreſaid his Highneſle of $a- 
voy had oftentimes made the like and great proteſtations 
ro the King, and that notwithſtanding there was never 
any truſt or credence to be given to his promiſes, not 
at this time degenerating from his excellent diſpoſition, 
would not accept of this his offer, unleſle firſt of all hee 
would deliver into his hands divers Townes which are 
upon the paſſage into Italy, to the end that he might re- 
taine them we the limits of reaſon, if perchance hee 
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weniddoethat- which ſhould: preave contrary to the 
thing he had promiſed unto.the King. 

The Duke of Savoy not knowing how he might cloſely 
hide, and afterwards bring to palle his treacherous in- 
ten:ion, well knowing that the Cardinall did uſe a great 
dcalc of prudence and,policy, and that his Romiſh Car. 
dinalls hat did not any way diminiſh or hinder his ya- 
tour, reſolved to grant him his demaund, that thereby he 
might the better colour over tis pernicious defigne. 


But the ſaid Lord. Cardinall ufing a great dealc of re- 


quiſite providence and precaution, according to his ac- 
euſtomed manner , placed ftrong 'garrifons into thoſe 
townes, which the Duke of Savoy had given into his 
poſſeſhon, and in the, meane ſpace advanced his Army 
into Italy ; ever being vigilant, and having an cſpeciall 


| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 


/ 


care of all the ations and paſar of his Highnelle - 


of Savoy, expeRing no other. iflue nor performance 


of his promiſe, bur onely a marke and. token. of his 
ifidelicy, 


In the meanetime , whileſt the Army of the King 


(conducted under the command ofthe Cardinall Riche- 
hen) marched and adyanced into Italy, and that they 
mult needs come unto hands with ſome troopes of Spa- 
niſh, his Highneſſe of Savoy being inſpired with an c= 
vill winde, as that is ordinary to him, betakes himſelfe 
to his accuſtomed. inconſtancy and. infidelity, truſting, 
that by ſuch an ation he ſhould: hinder and overthrow 
the deſigne and intention.of his Majeſty : But God who 
commands the very ſecrets of the King, would not ſuf- 
fer hi\s:will and intention taprevaile and rake effeF. 

Whereupon having brats this ſtraragem, the 


per 
Lord: Cardinall poſſeiled himſelfe of all the townes 


which he retainedfor hoſtage, and'gave the towne of 
Rivolleto to his fouldiers for page 
Which being,done, hee cauſe 


certaine Regiments 
c&duted under the hand of the Lord Marſhal ae (7equs, 
w march: toward the Towne and. Caſtle of aLE 3 
whic 


(T1) bf 
which the faid Lord Marſhall inveſted with a diligence 
and vigilancie agreeable to ſuch a valorous courage. 

And at the very firſt yollie of Canon ſhat he reduced 
the ſame towneunder the command and obedience of 
the King withour loſfe ofany of his men. | 

The Lord Marſhall befides this, well knowing that it 
was neceſſary and requiſite furiouſly to atfau:r the Citta- 
dell or Caſtle, before the fame could be. conſtrained to 
yeeld, hee cauſed all his batreries to ſhoote, thereby to 
make tryall whetheror no choſe within the Caftle were 
reſolved to keepe the ſame. + | | 

Thoſe withtn having made certaine ſhot at the Ki1gs 
forces, the Lord de Crequi cauſed a gencrall affiult ro 
be made,in which aſſault the Count de Saxutx did behave 
himſelfe moſt valiantly, obtaining to himſelfe the 
Crowne of the walls, by fcanding the firſt and chiefe 
Bulwarke, which he gained with at ihvinctble courage. - 

The encmic having retired themfelves ifito che ſtrong 
hold or Fort withia rhe Caftle, the Lord ae {reqay cau- 
fed 2 recreate to be founded, andthe next day following 
thoſe within the Caſtle finding themſelyes ſorely vreſt 
and hardly put to it; andhaying alfo loft their principall 
Bulwarke, ſeeing alſo that the Lord de Crequs had ma- 
ſtered the towne, then they made {igne for a parley. 

The Lord Marthall de Crequy ſentunto them:to know 
what they demanded; their an{wer was to yeeld, but on 
this condition, that faithfull promiſe might be made un- 
to them, that ever afrer they ' might remaine under the. 
government and obedience of the King, which the ſaid. 
Lord Marſhallde Creqsi affured them of. And the one 
and thirtieth day of March being Ealterday, at ſcven a 
clocke inthe morning, theſe Lords, the Lord Marſhall 
de Crequi, Count de Saulx, and de Villeroy, entred into- 
the Caſtle with two Companies of foote. 

The Duke of Savoy at the preſent is much perplexed, 
and knowes not which way to turne himſfelfe ; for whi- 


therſocyer hee lookes hee ſees his owne calamity, the 
| ruine 


: (12) 


ruine and deſtrution of his Country, having now loſt 
Riv olle, Pignerolie, and ocher places for his 1afety, and 
which indcede weic buiwarks unto /taly. 

1 his 1. ail thar paſicd in Piedmont at che taking of che 


Towne and Caſtle of Pignerolle; unto which Caltle the 


Lord Marthail de Creqay addes all neceſſaries.a 1d carric $ 
all poilible care for the keeping and maintaining of the 
lame under the Crowne and oacdicuce of France. 
O you French Nation, for this muſt you make pray- 
ers and {uppiications unto the Almighty, that he will be 
leaſed to biefle and preſerve his Anaointed Lewes the 
Teſt, bcſceching his Majeſty to aftord us this grace and 
favour, that we may {ce this King flourith, and to heape 
upon our King bleſſings and happineſſe, giving him a 
ſucceſſtul offipring, to tavor our Prince Dauphin, giving 


him victory overall his enemies. Heaven grant that our 


prayers may be received at his hands to whom we di- 
re& them, and that his great goodneſſe be pleaſed to 
grant us whatſoever we demand, bleſſing our King, di- 
reRing his enterpriſes, giving him the accompliſhment: 
of all his good intentions, with the augmentation and 
mcrcaſc ofhis Crowne and Kingdome. | 


FJNJS. 


4% 3 af ah 


% 


< 


NY INES 


REPRODUCED FROM THE COPY IN THE 


| 
HENRY E. HUNTINGTON LIBRARY 


FOR REFERENCE ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION 


